
Digital Presence, Professional Impact: 

Leveraging LinkedIn to Network 

Strategically
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What are we covering today

AGENDA

Learning Goal #1
• Learn how to leverage LinkedIn for digital 

Networking
Learning Goal #2
• Connect with UNC Alumni Across 

Region/Industry
Learning Goal #3
• Create a digital brand that showcases your 

unique strengths ca
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The Value of 
LinkedIn



Why is LinkedIn Valuable?
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Why is LinkedIn Valuable?

Discover Job Opportunities1
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Access a robust job board, set custom job alerts, and follow 
employers that align with your goals.

Build Your Personal Brand
Showcase your accomplishments, experiences, and interests to 
create a professional online presence.

Highlight Skill Development
Complete LinkedIn Learning courses and certifications to 
demonstrate continuous growth and learning.

Strengthen Your Applications
Use LinkedIn to research roles, explore company culture, and 
make informed decisions when applying.

Expand Your Network
Connect with peers, alumni, recruiters, and professionals in 
your field to grow meaningful career connections.



LinkedIn: 
Getting Started
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• Professional Headshot
• Captive Headline 

⚬ Title | Keywords & Skills | Tagline
• About Me Section

⚬ Present + Past + Future = Intro Pitch
⚬ Review best practices & use the 

space to build your brand!

Profile Checklist: 

Create a Strategic Profile:
About Me
You want to create a profile that makes you feel well-represented. 

https://www.linkedin.com/business/talent/blog/product-tips/linkedin-profile-summaries-that-we-love-and-how-to-boost-your-own




• Experience 
(Internships/Employment)

• Student Organizations
• Education
• Volunteer Experience
• Skills & Expertise
• Honors/Awards
• Recommendations
• Badges 

Profile Sections
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Create a Strategic Profile:
Sections
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Manage Your Settings

• Visibility
• Privacy
• LinkedIn URL
• Open to Work

Create a Strategic Profile:
Privacy & Security



Connecting with 
Alumni on
Linkedin
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LinkedIn Alumni Tool

• Explore how different majors 
connect to a variety of career 
paths

• Connect with UNC alumni across 
industries and career stages

• Identify alumni for 
informational interviews and 
career insights

• Discover employers that 
frequently hire UNC graduates

Connect with Fellow Tar Heels

https://www.linkedin.com/school/university-of-north-carolina-at-chapel-hill/people/
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Reaching out to someone you don’t know is a normal part of networking in the U.S.—and easier than 
you think! Just follow these three steps: 

Introduce yourself 
briefly 

[Name, School, 
Area of Interest]

Explain your reason 
for reaching out 

[Ex: to learn more 
about their role, 

company, or career 
path]

Suggest a short 
meeting or ask to 

connect 

[Include a timeframe 
if you're asking to 

chat]

1 2 3
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Sample Message: 

Hi Marie, 

I hope you’re doing well! I’m currently a member of the Network for 
Professional Research Professionals interested in learning more 
about the company culture at Atrium Health.  I have 4+ years of 
experience in Public Health Research and Initiatives. I’d love to 
connect and, if you’re open to it, schedule a brief chat in the next 
week or two to hear more about your career journey. 

Thanks so much, and Go Heels!
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What does a 
typical week 
look like in 
your role?

What types 
of decisions 
are you 
responsible 
for?

What skills or 
qualities are 
most valued 
in your 
position or 
field?

What do you 
enjoy most 
about your 
work—and 
what’s most 
challenging?

Ask about the job, company, industry, or personal career path: 

What past job 
or college 
experience 
best prepared 
you for your 
current role?

 Tip: These questions help you go beyond job descriptions and understand what working in this role is really 
like.

Informational Interviewing:
Questions to Ask
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Employer Profile Pages

• Identify and connect with 
employees at target companies

• Gain insights into company size, 
culture, and areas of focus

Reminder: Handshake offers similar 
profiles, too!

Explore Employer Profiles
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Industry & Interest Groups

• Join groups related to your career 
interests, majors, or target industries

• Learn from discussions on trends, 
challenges, and opportunities in the 
field

• Follow group activity to discover 
thought leaders, events, and job 
postings

• Engage thoughtfully by commenting or 
sharing articles to grow visibility

• Identify potential connections who 
share your interests or career goals

Join Industry & Interest Groups
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LinkedIn Learning is the online educational platform that offers thousands of video courses taught by 
industry experts. LinkedIn Learning is free to all UNC students! 

Identify key skills you want 
to develop & take relevant 
courses to bridge gaps.

Upskill Yourself Enhance Profile Network

Showcase completed 
courses + certificated on 
profile to highlight 
commitment to growth.

Connect with course 
instructors + engage in 
discussions to expand 
network. 

Apply new skills to projects 
+ current job & share 
progress to attract potential 
employers. 

LinkedIn Learning

Practical 
Application

Connect your LinkedIn Profile to the UNC LinkedIn Learning subscription via UNC ITS 

https://software.sites.unc.edu/linkedin/
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LinkedIn Job Board

• Search by title, company, 
location, or keyword

• Filter by job type, remote 
options, and experience level

• Set custom job alerts so you’re 
the first to know about new 
postings

• Save jobs to track deadlines 
and revisit listings easily

 Pro Tip: Explore different combinations of filters 
and keywords to uncover a wider range of 
opportunities.

Search for Jobs & Internships

https://www.linkedin.com/school/university-of-north-carolina-at-chapel-hill/people/


• LinkedIn will suggest content, groups, and people 
based on your interests and connections... Pay 
attention!

• You’re likely to come across relevant events, pages, 
and professionals—even with limited activity

• You can explore and research on LinkedIn regardless 
of how complete your profile is

• Need a professional headshot? Visit the photo booths 
in Hanes Hall or the Health Sciences Library

LinkedIn Tips
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Other Networking
Platforms
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Join 
Heels Engage
Discover career paths, connect 

with alumni, and grow your 

network with confidence.

 Heels Engage makes it easy to 

start meaningful conversations 

and explore what’s possible after 

UNC.
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https://heelsengage.unc.edu


Showcasing 
Your Unique 
Strengths
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Questions?
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   H a n e s  H a l l ,  2 n d  F l o o r  
   c a r e e r s . u n c . e d u

UNC CAREER CENTER

THANK YOU

Follow
UNCCareerCenter
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